Pueblo Chieftain - 05/15/2016

Copy Reduced to 75% from original to fit letter page

Page : G04

The Pueblo Chieftain

Sunday, May 15, 2016 Page 4G
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No lack of options to volunteer in Pueblo
ERIK SEGALL
Guest columnist

The recent closing of Pueblo
Suicide Prevention Center
could signify a rebirth of local
volunteerism.
Twenty years ago, I broke
down in Pueblo. My car that
is. Luckily leaving me stranded
in this town that values one
quality: helping others. Talk to
anyone here and 30 seconds
later you’ll ﬁnd a connection — a familial trait my East
Coast roots lacked.
Among my ﬁrst volunteer
experiences was with the Mesa
Junction Association helping
to organize the annual Kids’
Parade with nearly 500 costumed youngsters marching
down Abriendo Avenue, past
Schusters (don’t call it Banquet) and the Pantry.
Months of preparation by
MJA board members led by
John Carleo and Paulette Stuart result in an annual parade
that is wrapped up with street
sweepers erasing all signs of
the festivities in less than 25
minutes. Hard work, but the
kids always love the parade.
Jean Latka, having planted

over 4,000 trees with Jean
Eskra and their eco-friendly
charity named Trees Please,
explains the real obstacle facing many nonproﬁts. “Getting
the money is easy; getting
people’s time is hard.”
Discovering how to donate
one’s time to the nearly 150 local nonproﬁt organizations can
be daunting. How? Where?
One answer is surveying
several local agencies and asking how does this particular
nonproﬁt serve the community
and what is the role of their
volunteers?
There are two methods for
sufficiently answering this
query. One is to read the Web
page and/or freshly minted
pamphlets revealing the mission statement and revenue expenditures. Or you can ﬁnd the
Southern Colorado Community Foundation’s nonproﬁt directory at sccfcolorado.org for
a listing of local groups with a
new volunteer opportunities
section, then close your eyes
and randomly pick an address,
walk in the front door and sign
up for duty, which is what I did
a year ago with Pueblo Suicide
Prevention Center.
After 40 hours of training
and talking to nearly 10 callers
per night, one thing I learned
as a listener at suicide prevention is that the difference between men and women comes

down to tears. With women
in crisis, the tears burst in the
beginning, words rushing out
in between sobbing gasps until
the reservoir runs dry with a
ﬁnal sense of relief. Men hold
back the pain, handling it as
they’ve been taught, dry gaps
in the dialogue until they’re utterly overwhelmed — and the
dam ﬁnally breaks.
A few callers are verbally
grateful for a compassionate
ear and the “thank you” at the
end of the call makes their
tears completely worth it.
Allow me to offer a caveat:
It’s a rough haul to start your
volunteering quest with an
agency that focuses on victim advocacy, like ACOVA or
Pueblo Rape Crisis Services
— it takes a dear heart to work
there.
Losing Pueblo Suicide Prevention affected not only those
in need but damaged our city’s
dignity. For 40 years, regular
Pueblo folks could answer a
landline telephone and help
someone from anywhere in
Colorado who was in crisis.
Not just a bad day, but the
worst and possibly last day of
his or her life.
But there are other opportunities available to start off
volunteering — a soup kitchen
or the mission on Fourth Street
or any of the other health and
human services organizations.

As the saying goes, “Volunteers are the ﬁrst to show up
and the last to leave” but in
actuality they never leave.
They take it all home: the
concern for the homeless,
the victim’s pain and a child’s
hope. And they come back
the next day, a little bruised
perhaps but ready for battle.
You see, volunteers are in the
trenches and on the front line.
We meet you at the front door
and hold your hand because
we remember being scared the
ﬁrst day we walked in.
A good place to start would
be simply to look out the
window. There are over 30
Neighborhood Watch groups
organized by officer Brandon
Beauvais at the Pueblo Police
Department.
From there, allow your personal interests to peek around
the corner and see what’s going on down the street.
Interested in education? The
public libraries and Pueblo
City Schools (D60) offer opportunities to improve children’s literacy.
Religious? Catholic Charities as well as any church or
synagogue in town would
gladly welcome your service.
Animals? You might be
barking up the right tree with
PAWS for Life and the Pueblo
Zoo. Community Activism?
Many of the 44 Pueblo

County governmental agencies need people to serve on
their board of directors such
as the Noxious Weed Advisory
Board, which is quite different
from the Liquor and Marijuana
Licensing Board.
Art and entertainment?
Pueblo Arts Alliance, Sangre
de Cristo Arts and Conference
Center, Impossible Players and
Okolitza Tamburitzans work
toward fostering the creative
spirit necessary for regional
economic transformation.
Still not sure? Visit the
United Way’s new office on
Abriendo and ask Andrea
Aragon about one of the 45
programs they fund annually.
Among them are the Middle
School Mentorship program,
and discover the good they do
for our community — each and
every day.
Maybe if we all knew a little
more about the good being
done for tomorrow instead of
just reading about the horrors
of yesterday, then we’d be able
to get through today.
Maybe if people knew what
community services were here
in our town, then we wouldn’t
lose any more of our homegrown causes. Indifference
or lack of awareness should
not keep us from helping one
another.
Erik Segall is an active volunteer in Pueblo.
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Calhan who were subdividing
their land before they began
hosting wind turbines on their
property.
Jason Wilson, whose greatgrandfather began cultivating the land in the 1940s,
explained, “We had come to a
point where it no longer made
ﬁnancial sense to keep the
property, even with its vast
sentimental value. The wind
farm allowed us to be able to
keep our family farm.”
Increased property tax
revenues from wind projects
also help communities thrive
— allowing them to ﬁx roads
or build new schools. Peetz
was able to buy a new ﬁre
truck after the wind farm came
to town, replacing a handme-down that locals only half
joked couldn’t make it up a
hill. By 2030, wind farms could
create nearly $19 million in

added tax revenue for Colorado counties.
Increasing wind as part of
Colorado’s energy portfolio
also increases grid reliability.
Colorado now generates over
14 percent of its electricity
with wind and joins 11 other
states that rely on it for at least
10 percent of their electricity
needs.
And many times throughout
the year, the percentage of
demand met by wind is much
higher. Last fall, Xcel reported
that wind supplied more than
50 percent of its electricity needs — and for over 24
straight hours.
All sources of energy receive
government incentives, and
this is true for wind energy.
Given the historical context,
this is necessary to create a
level playing ﬁeld. Conventional fuels have received

incentives worth over $500
billion and counting during the
last 100 years, dwarﬁng what
renewables have received.
From 1950 to 2010, 70 percent
of energy incentives went to
conventional sources, while
less than 10 percent went to
renewables.
Continuing to grow wind
power is creating a better
future for Coloradans and all
Americans. It’s making our
electricity cheaper, more affordable and cleaner, while
providing thousands of good
jobs along the way. That’s a vision we can all unite behind.
Tom Darin is western state
policy director for the American
Wind Energy Association.
A worker climbs inside a wind
turbine.
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CHASE: Any adult over 21
tion? Taxes on adult-use retail
cannabis are more than double with a valid governmentissued picture ID can purchase
that of medical cannabis, and
and possess up to 1 ounce of
will triple in the next four
cannabis from a retail cannabis
years.
store. If you are not a Colorado
WHO CAN BUY: Under
resident, you are restricted to
Colorado law, to purchase
retail cannabis (aka recreation- a quarter ounce. On the other
hand, with a medical card, you
al), you need to be 21 years
can purchase twice as much
old with a valid, government— 2 ounces per day. To give
issued ID to purchase from a
Copyright © 2016 The Pueblo Chieftain, Pueblo, CO. 05/15/2016
you an idea, 2 ounces of dried
licensed
store. To purchase
May 16, 2016 3:18 pm (GMT +6:00)
marijuana would ﬁll a 13-by-9medical cannabis, you only
inch baking dish.
need to be 18 years old to
What does this mean? Under
apply for a medical card as

residents must be at least 21
years old, are legally restricted
to half the purchase allotment
and must pay the (quadruple)
17.4 percent tax burden.
But what about the actual
medical and retail products
themselves? Few people understand that there are virtually no differences between
medical and retail cannabis.
A licensed enterprise that
has both a medical and retail
license to legally grow cannabis can take 2 seeds from the

— identical in every respect,
except for the law under
which the plant was grown.
The only notable difference
is in the allowable potency of
edible products. Edible products manufactured under the
retail code are strictly limited
to 100 mg of THC per package whereas under the medical code, the amount of THC
can be ﬁve to 10 times more
potent.
The trend in Pueblo County
for licensed marijuana stores

with the looser restrictions.
As a county, we have to ask
ourselves is that the direction
in which we wish to move?
Forget for a moment that
abolishing the regulatory
structure around retail cannabis sales would dramatically
reduce tax revenues, eliminate
jobs and enhance Pueblo’s
black market. Such a move
would be
a major
step backPowered
by TECNAVIA
ward and have quite the opposite effect that proponents
of repeal are claiming.

