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The recent closing of Pueblo 
Suicide Prevention Center 
could signify a rebirth of local 
volunteerism. 

Twenty years ago, I broke 
down in Pueblo. My car that 
is. Luckily leaving me stranded 
in this town that values one 
quality: helping others. Talk to 
anyone here and 30 seconds 
later you’ll find a connec-
tion — a familial trait my East 
Coast roots lacked. 

Among my first volunteer 
experiences was with the Mesa 
Junction Association helping 
to organize the annual Kids’ 
Parade with nearly 500 cos-
tumed youngsters marching 
down Abriendo Avenue, past 
Schusters (don’t call it Ban-
quet) and the Pantry. 

Months of preparation by 
MJA board members led by 
John Carleo and Paulette Stu-
art result in an annual parade 
that is wrapped up with street 
sweepers erasing all signs of 
the festivities in less than 25 
minutes. Hard work, but the 
kids always love the parade. 

Jean Latka, having planted 

over 4,000 trees with Jean 
Eskra and their eco-friendly 
charity named Trees Please, 
explains the real obstacle fac-
ing many nonprofits. “Getting 
the money is easy; getting 
people’s time is hard.” 

Discovering how to donate 
one’s time to the nearly 150 lo-
cal nonprofit organizations can 
be daunting. How? Where?

One answer is surveying 
several local agencies and ask-
ing how does this particular 
nonprofit serve the community 
and what is the role of their 
volunteers?

There are two methods for 
sufficiently answering this 
query. One is to read the Web 
page and/or freshly minted 
pamphlets revealing the mis-
sion statement and revenue ex-
penditures. Or you can find the 
Southern Colorado Commu-
nity Foundation’s nonprofit di-
rectory at sccfcolorado.org for 
a listing of local groups with a 
new volunteer opportunities 
section, then close your eyes 
and randomly pick an address, 
walk in the front door and sign 
up for duty, which is what I did 
a year ago with Pueblo Suicide 
Prevention Center.

After 40 hours of training 
and talking to nearly 10 callers 
per night, one thing I learned 
as a listener at suicide preven-
tion is that the difference be-
tween men and women comes 

down to tears. With women 
in crisis, the tears burst in the 
beginning, words rushing out 
in between sobbing gasps until 
the reservoir runs dry with a 
final sense of relief. Men hold 
back the pain, handling it as 
they’ve been taught, dry gaps 
in the dialogue until they’re ut-
terly overwhelmed — and the 
dam finally breaks. 

A few callers are verbally 
grateful for a compassionate 
ear and the “thank you” at the 
end of the call makes their 
tears completely worth it. 

Allow me to offer a caveat: 
It’s a rough haul to start your 
volunteering quest with an 
agency that focuses on vic-
tim advocacy, like ACOVA or 
Pueblo Rape Crisis Services 
— it takes a dear heart to work 
there.

Losing Pueblo Suicide Pre-
vention affected not only those 
in need but damaged our city’s 
dignity. For 40 years, regular 
Pueblo folks could answer a 
landline telephone and help 
someone from anywhere in 
Colorado who was in crisis. 
Not just a bad day, but the 
worst and possibly last day of 
his or her life. 

But there are other oppor-
tunities available to start off 
volunteering — a soup kitchen 
or the mission on Fourth Street 
or any of the other health and 
human services organizations. 

As the saying goes, “Volun-
teers are the first to show up 
and the last to leave” but in 
actuality they never leave. 

They take it all home: the 
concern for the homeless, 
the victim’s pain and a child’s 
hope. And they come back 
the next day, a little bruised 
perhaps but ready for battle. 
You see, volunteers are in the 
trenches and on the front line. 
We meet you at the front door 
and hold your hand because 
we remember being scared the 
first day we walked in. 

A good place to start would 
be simply to look out the 
window. There are over 30 
Neighborhood Watch groups 
organized by officer Brandon 
Beauvais at the Pueblo Police 
Department. 

From there, allow your per-
sonal interests to peek around 
the corner and see what’s go-
ing on down the street. 

Interested in education? The 
public libraries and Pueblo 
City Schools (D60) offer op-
portunities to improve chil-
dren’s literacy. 

 Religious? Catholic Chari-
ties as well as any church or 
synagogue in town would 
gladly welcome your service.

Animals? You might be 
barking up the right tree with 
PAWS for Life and the Pueblo 
Zoo. Community Activism?

Many of the 44 Pueblo 

County governmental agen-
cies need people to serve on 
their board of directors such 
as the Noxious Weed Advisory 
Board, which is quite different 
from the Liquor and Marijuana 
Licensing Board. 

Art and entertainment? 
Pueblo Arts Alliance, Sangre 
de Cristo Arts and Conference 
Center, Impossible Players and 
Okolitza Tamburitzans work 
toward fostering the creative 
spirit necessary for regional 
economic transformation. 

Still not sure? Visit the 
United Way’s new office on 
Abriendo and ask Andrea 
Aragon about one of the 45 
programs they fund annually. 
Among them are the Middle 
School Mentorship program, 
and discover the good they do 
for our community — each and 
every day. 

Maybe if we all knew a little 
more about the good being 
done for tomorrow instead of 
just reading about the horrors 
of yesterday, then we’d be able 
to get through today. 

Maybe if people knew what 
community services were here 
in our town, then we wouldn’t 
lose any more of our home-
grown causes. Indifference 
or lack of awareness should 
not keep us from helping one 
another.

Erik Segall is an active volun-
teer in Pueblo.

No lack of options to volunteer in Pueblo

ERIK SEGALL
Guest columnist
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tion? Taxes on adult-use retail 
cannabis are more than double 
that of medical cannabis, and 
will triple in the next four 
years.

WHO CAN BUY: Under 
Colorado law, to purchase 
retail cannabis (aka recreation-
al), you need to be 21 years 
old with a valid, government-
issued ID to purchase from a 
licensed store. To purchase 
medical cannabis, you only 
need to be 18 years old to 
apply for a medical card as 
part of the Colorado Medical 
Marijuana Registry. Although 
the law is rather strict on who 
qualifies, the reality is that 
anyone who applies can get 
a medical card the same day. 
Medical patients can purchase 
from any licensed facility, but 
they pay no retail taxes at 
licensed medical stores.

WHAT YOU CAN PUR-

CHASE: Any adult over 21 
with a valid government-
issued picture ID can purchase 
and possess up to 1 ounce of 
cannabis from a retail cannabis 
store. If you are not a Colorado 
resident, you are restricted to 
a quarter ounce. On the other 
hand, with a medical card, you 
can purchase twice as much 
— 2 ounces per day. To give 
you an idea, 2 ounces of dried 
marijuana would fill a 13-by-9-
inch baking dish.

What does this mean? Under 
our Colorado medical code, an 
18 year old can get his or her 
medical card and purchase 
2 ounces of cannabis per day 
— free from all marijuana 
taxes. It doesn’t take much 
imagination to guess what 
this person might choose to 
do with 2 ounces of tax-free 
cannabis per day. Whereas 
under the retail code, Colorado 

residents must be at least 21 
years old, are legally restricted 
to half the purchase allotment 
and must pay the (quadruple) 
17.4 percent tax burden.

But what about the actual 
medical and retail products 
themselves? Few people un-
derstand that there are virtu-
ally no differences between 
medical and retail cannabis. 
A licensed enterprise that 
has both a medical and retail 
license to legally grow canna-
bis can take 2 seeds from the 
identical genetics and grow 
two separate, yet identical, 
plants. Suppose one is grown 
under Colorado’s Medical 
Marijuana Code (1 CCR 212-1) 
and the other is grown un-
der the state’s Retail Code (1 
CCR 212-2). Once the plants 
are harvested, they are turned 
into the same topical, edible 
or inhalation-based products 

— identical in every respect, 
except for the law under 
which the plant was grown. 
The only notable difference 
is in the allowable potency of 
edible products. Edible prod-
ucts manufactured under the 
retail code are strictly limited 
to 100 mg of THC per pack-
age whereas under the medi-
cal code, the amount of THC 
can be five to 10 times more 
potent. 

The trend in Pueblo County 
for licensed marijuana stores 
and cultivations has been to 
move away from medical and 
become exclusively retail 
facilities. The retail code raises 
more tax revenue for the coun-
ty, has increased age limits and 
lower purchase limitations. If 
the retail code is abolished, 
none of these businesses will 
disappear. They will simply 
operate under Amendment 20 

with the looser restrictions. 
As a county, we have to ask 
ourselves is that the direction 
in which we wish to move?

Forget for a moment that 
abolishing the regulatory 
structure around retail can-
nabis sales would dramatically 
reduce tax revenues, eliminate 
jobs and enhance Pueblo’s 
black market. Such a move 
would be a major step back-
ward and have quite the op-
posite effect that proponents 
of repeal are claiming.

Dr. Jim Parco is a native of 
Pueblo County. He is a retired 
Air Force lieutenant colonel 
and professor of economics 
and business. He and his wife 
own Mesa Organics, next to the 
farm that his family has owned 
for 100-plus years on the St. 
Charles Mesa.
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that period, U.S. oil produc-
tion rose 40 percent from 5.233 
million barrels a day to 7.235 
million barrels per day, while 
the amount of oil produced 
on federal lands declined by 6 
percent.

The Obama administration 
— and its environmentalist al-
lies — have done virtually ev-
erything in their power to dis-
courage the shale gale. Radical 
environmentalists have spread 
falsehoods about fracking, and 
regulators have promulgated 
new and unnecessary oil and 
gas rules. In their quest to 
keep fossil fuels in the ground, 
they have run headlong into a 

few inconvenient facts. 
Despite their fear-monger-

ing, fracking has not been 
proven to contaminate drink-
ing water. The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency as 
well as numerous universities 
and scientific laboratories here 
and abroad have not found 
any evidence linking drinking 
water problems to fracking 
operations. Fracking has been 
used on more than 1 million 
U.S. wells during the past 60-
plus years, and it has been very 
effective in safely producing 
oil and natural gas.

The Obama administration’s 
new federal rules on fracking 

are duplicative and excessive. 
States already have existing 
regulations and are better 
suited to oversee drilling and 
fracking operations within 
their boundaries. Colorado’s 
rules are said to be the strict-
est in the nation. 

The administration’s new 
regulations on methane emis-
sions from oil and gas wells 
seem to be aimed at making 
drilling more costly, rather 
than protecting the environ-
ment. The EPA’s own statis-
tics show methane emissions 
from oil and gas systems are 
on the decline, with fracked 
wells showing a decrease of 73 

percent.
Perhaps most importantly, 

fracking and drilling have 
greatly improved American 
energy independence, low-
ered energy costs, provided an 
income boost of about $1,200 
per year to every U.S. house-
hold and created hundreds of 
thousands of jobs. In fact, the 
oil and gas sector was largely 
responsible for pulling the 
United States out of the Great 
Recession.

The industry also created 
economic opportunities for 
property rights and mineral-
rights owners who signed 
drilling leases allowing oil and 

gas to be produced. By work-
ing with energy companies, 
they contributed not only to 
their families’ well-being but 
also to the security of the 
United States.

Colorado’s fracking critics 
plan to collect signatures in 
hopes of putting anti-fracking 
initiatives on the November 
ballot. If they are success-
ful, far more than oil and gas 
development could be at stake. 
The bedrock tenet of property 
rights could be under attack.

Keith Mauck is founder of 
GoMarcellusShale.com, Go-
HaynesvilleShale.com and 
cofounder of ShaleCast.com.
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nationally.

Most universities are also 
failing in this area, earning 
a grade of “F” in cybersecu-
rity education, according to 
a CloudPassage study, which 
found that only three com-
puter science programs among 
the top 121 universities in the 
country require students to 
complete three or more cyber-
security courses to graduate.

Our current and future stu-
dents will have many jobs in 
cybersecurity available to them 
if they get the right education 

to prepare for these careers. 
And our country will need 
these students as well.

“The number of jobs in 
information security is going 
to grow tenfold in the next 10 
years,” said Virginia Lehmkuhl-
Dakhwe, director of the Jay 
Pinson STEM Education Cen-
ter at San Jose State University, 
which mentors youth to enter 
and excel in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math 
careers. “We have to do much 
more if we want to meet that 
demand, at the university level 

as well as K-12.”
The need is growing and the 

challenges we face in cyber-
security are rising as well. 
The enemy is getting far more 
advanced in cyberattacks while 
our schools and universities 
have continued to fall behind 
in preparing students for ca-
reers in cybersecurity.

“The sophistication of the 
technology and tactics used 
by criminals has outpaced 
the ability of IT and security 
professionals to address these 
threats,” according to a Cisco 

report on the cybersecurity 
talent gap.

Schools and universities have 
been slow to change and meet 
the country’s needs for highly 
educated and trained cyber-
security professionals, and 
the time is past due for major 
improvements in computer 
science education in general 
and cybersecurity in particular. 
Cybersecurity is a key part of 
national security, and govern-
ment at all levels, including 
the federal government, have 
a constitutional duty to defend 

and protect our national secu-
rity against all enemies foreign 
and domestic, including the 
threats from cyberattacks. 

Computer science programs 
need to be updated and up-
graded, and most students 
need to be given incentives, 
including grants and scholar-
ships, to enroll in and complete 
computer science and cyberse-
curity studies.

Dean Chambers is a blogger 
who has written news and com-
mentary articles on a variety 
of subjects. He wrote this for 
InsideSources.com.
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Calhan who were subdividing 
their land before they began 
hosting wind turbines on their 
property.

Jason Wilson, whose great-
grandfather began cultivat-
ing the land in the 1940s, 
explained, “We had come to a 
point where it no longer made 
financial sense to keep the 
property, even with its vast 
sentimental value. The wind 
farm allowed us to be able to 
keep our family farm.” 

Increased property tax 
revenues from wind projects 
also help communities thrive 
— allowing them to fix roads 
or build new schools. Peetz 
was able to buy a new fire 
truck after the wind farm came 
to town, replacing a hand-
me-down that locals only half 
joked couldn’t make it up a 
hill. By 2030, wind farms could 
create nearly $19 million in 

A worker climbs inside a wind 
turbine.
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added tax revenue for Colo-
rado counties.

Increasing wind as part of 
Colorado’s energy portfolio 
also increases grid reliability. 
Colorado now generates over 
14 percent of its electricity 
with wind and joins 11 other 
states that rely on it for at least 
10 percent of their electricity 
needs. 

And many times throughout 
the year, the percentage of 
demand met by wind is much 
higher. Last fall, Xcel reported 
that wind supplied more than 
50 percent of its electric-
ity needs — and for over 24 
straight hours. 

All sources of energy receive 
government incentives, and 
this is true for wind energy. 
Given the historical context, 
this is necessary to create a 
level playing field. Conven-
tional fuels have received 

incentives worth over $500 
billion and counting during the 
last 100 years, dwarfing what 
renewables have received. 
From 1950 to 2010, 70 percent 
of energy incentives went to 
conventional sources, while 
less than 10 percent went to 
renewables. 

Continuing to grow wind 
power is creating a better 
future for Coloradans and all 
Americans. It’s making our 
electricity cheaper, more af-
fordable and cleaner, while 
providing thousands of good 
jobs along the way. That’s a vi-
sion we can all unite behind.

Tom Darin is western state 
policy director for the American 
Wind Energy Association.


