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Overlooking a canal in 
central Amsterdam stands 
the narrow row house 
where Anne Frank and 
her family hid out from 
the Nazis in a 600-square-
foot secret annex for two 
years. 

Last year, more than 
1.2 million visitors stood 
in a long line to view the 
Anne Frank House and 

the musty past of her 
final days. Friday night, 
performing in front of an 
audience of 60, the Steel 
City Theater Company 
brought her story to life.

The 13-year-old Anne 
Frank is dynamically por-
trayed by Akaisha Gonza-
lez, expressing both the 
energy and philosophical 
musings of young Anne.  
Her palpable connection 
with fellow actor Cenon 
Caramanzana, playing Pe-
ter Van Daan, emphasizes 
the budding romance that 
is often contrasted by the 
stark and long silences 
that fill the stage.   

In the first act, the 

group contemplates 
whether or not to admit 
a local dentist Mr. Dus-
sel, whereby Mr. Frank 
responds with the most 
powerful line of the play: 
“If we can save only one 
person, we must!” 

The introduction of 
Austin Decker as the 
bright-faced Mr. Dus-
sel adds energy to the 
ensemble, and his joy at 
being rescued quickly 
turns dark while calmly 
explaining the bleak and 
terrible reality regarding 
the machinations of hu-
man extermination.

Perhaps the most his-
torically relevant mo-

ment comes when Jason 
Laughrey, as Anne’s father 
Otto Frank, pauses in the 
spotlight while handing 
his daughter a blank 
diary.  However, it is his 
heart-wrenching soliloquy 
at the conclusion of the 
play that leaves one emo-
tionally exhausted, whis-
pering through tears that 
Anne’s diary is “all that 
remains” of his family.

The sound effects 
resonate throughout the 
play, offering a constant 
reminder of the terror 
waiting outside. The toll-
ing bell tower, the march-
ing cadence of approach-
ing boots, air-raid sirens, 

snippets from Hitler’s 
speech and updates from 
Eisenhower all provide an 
anxious tension.

Andrea Garrett’s 
production is a story of 
resilience and determina-
tion, one that cannot be 
forgotten. Do not under-
estimate the power of this 
tremendous performance, 
perhaps all too relevant 
for me having lost so 
many family members in 
the concentration camps.

I’ve seen the German 
bureaucratic documen-
tation, sheets and sheets 
of paper titled with my 
family’s name listing their 
final destination: Aus-

chwitz, Dachau, and Anne 
Frank’s terminal stop, Ber-
gen-Belsen.  Given today’s 
political climate, the play 
forces us to ask ourselves, 
who is the Syrian Anne 
Frank? Who is Sudanese 
Anne Frank? 

Only a few tickets 
remain for Sunday’s show, 
and the Steel City Theater 
Company should be ap-
plauded for boldly choos-
ing this sorrowful and 
poignant play. Hopefully, 
plays like “The Diary of 
Anne Frank” will remind 
us that past atrocities, 
stemming from fear and 
hatred, cannot be permit-
ted to continue today.

Holocaust diary remains unforgettable

ERIK SEGALL
Review
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Emotions will cause you to 
be indecisive. Don’t overreact or make assumptions when 
dealing with discord. Make a difference by focusing on 
what you can do, not on what you cannot.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Take some time to relax 
or to do something that gives you pleasure. Use your 

skills and talents to better your life and surroundings. 
Romance is in the stars.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Step up your game, 
do your best to express your thoughts and put your ideas 
to work. Focus on expansion and adding pizzazz to 
whatever you do.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) --  Your emotions will be 
sparked by the events going on around you. Protect your 
possessions, assets and reputation from being subject to 
ridicule. Personal gains should be your goal.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Listen carefully when 
dealing with authority figures. Sticking to the rules will 
help you avoid a nettlesome situation. You will be reward-
ed for any help you offer.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) --  Handle opposition with 
candor, and proceed to do what works best for you. Time 
spent updating your looks or what you have to offer will 
bring satisfactory results.
ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Don’t deviate from the task 
that is your responsibility. Completing what you start and 
living up to your promises will help you avoid criticism and 
prove that you have plenty to offer.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Tie up loose ends, and make 
plans to put work aside and spend time with the ones you 
love. A short vacation or an activity that eases stress is 
encouraged.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Avoid overspending or taking 
on too much responsibility. Don’t feel that you have to pay 
for others or buy their affection. Make plans to have fun on 
a budget.
CANCER (June 21-July 22) --  Size up your domestic 
situation and consider what you have to do in order to make 
things better. Compromise will help you avoid a nasty 
argument. Put love first.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Stick to what you know, and keep 
whatever you do simple. It’s how well you do a job, not how 
much you do. Take a disciplined approach to any challenge 
you face.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Make plans that will ensure 
that love and romance are your top priorities. Refuse to 
let someone from your past ruin what you have worked 
so hard to acquire.

Emotions will stir things up this year. 
Be willing to look at all your options 
and discuss possibilities reasonably. 
When faced with situations that are 
impossible, you must know when to 
walk away. Don’t waste time when 
you should be living in the moment 
and working toward a better future.

HOROSCOPE
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