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Opening night of 
“Seussical, the Musical,” 
an amalgamation of tales 
from Dr. Seuss that de-
buted on Broadway over 
15 years ago, exploded as a 
kinesthetic romp last night 
at the Steel City Theater 
Company.

From the packed house 
of 72 people, kids of all 
ages leapt from their seats 
and danced. Oh my, how 
they were all so entranced!

The famous Cat in the 
Hat, played by Rachael 
Jaco, narrates throughout, 
and a penchant for trouble 
is seen all about.

The cast of 21 players 
have spent the last two 
months rehearsing the 
numerous dance numbers 
expertly choreographed 
by Jaco. The palpable 
energy creates a level of 
excitement in the tight 
confines of the theater, 
which adds to the level of 
intimacy that is not found 
with larger playhouses. 

Director Andrea Garrett 
feels there are two main 
messages within this musi-
cal representation of Dr. 
Seuss’ work, “Anything’s 
possible and a person’s 
a person no matter how 
small.”     

Twelve-year-old Na-
than Martin portrays the 
mayor’s son Jojo, and he 
superbly carries on his 
young shoulders a great 
portion of the show. Jason 
Laughrey once again lives 
up to his namesake and 

The Impossible 
Players took to their 
new location, The Chief 
Theater, quickly and the 
results are outstanding.

A packed house of 
more than 75 people 
were on hand for open-
ing night of “The 39 
Steps.” The award-win-
ning play is loosely 
based on the Alfred 
Hitchcock film of the 
same name but with a 
melodramatic homage 
to 1930s film noir dra-
mas as well as several 
nods to other Hitchcock 
films.

The opening scene in-
troduces Richard Han-

nay, an unlikely protag-
onist played expertly by 
Charley McMullen. 

As McMullen’s char-
acter unfolds he is em-
broiled in a wild tale of 
international espionage 
after meeting Anna-
bella, played by Rosina 
Sonntag. 

While Sonntag’s time 
on stage is brief, it is 
more than enough to 
endear herself to the 
audience as she does 
a fantastic job as a 
foreign spy replete with 
heavy accent.

Local theater fans will 
also recognize the mar-
velous ensemble cast 
that includes thespian 
and comic John Brown, 
the always-delightful 
Johnny Lucero, veteran 
actresses Judith Cook 
and Sally Sprafka, and 
in a standout sup-
porting role, Jedidiah 
Duarte.

People familiar with 

the play will undoubt-
edly remember the train 
scene and this cast, 
under the masterful 
direction of Cory Moos-
man, was up to the task 
as they had the audi-
ence reeling with their 
imaginative stagecraft 
and simple set. It was 
the clear highlight of 

the first act.
Later we meet anoth-

er veteran of Pueblo 
stage, Amanda Cardinal, 
as she plays the role of 
Pamela, the reluctant 
love interest opposite 
McMullen.

The dozens of scene 
changes coupled with 
the fact that eight peo-
ple played nearly 100 
different roles made for 
near nonstop action, 
lighting and sound ef-
fects that had the crowd 
laughing and clapping 
almost the entire time.

Moosman and com-
pany put on a first-class 
show not to be missed.

Be sure to catch one 
of the remaining perfor-
mances: 7:30 p.m. today, 
Thursday, Friday and 
April 16; and at 2 p.m. 
Sunday. All performanc-
es are at The Chief The-
ater, 611 N. Main St. 

derek_townley
@yahoo.com

Imps bring down their new house

DEREK TOWNLEY
Review

The dozens of scene 
changes coupled with 
the fact that eight 
people played nearly 
100 different roles 
made for near nonstop 
action, lighting and 
sound effects that had 
the crowd laughing 
and clapping almost 
the entire time.ERIK SEGAL

Review

‘Seussical’ 
rhymes and is 
fun of all kinds

provides animated hilarity 
with Gen. Genghis Kahn 
Schmidt’s militaristic 
chant of “Green Eggs and 
Ham.”    

The outrageous cos-
tumes of flightless birds 
and acrobatic monkeys, 
illuminated by scintillating 
lighting, create a lasting 
and spectacular illusion. 

For Horton, the pro-
tagonist of the night, 
Act 1 brings no closure 
for his dreary fright. 
Dominic Summers con-
vincingly conveys the 
humane-hearted Horton 
determined to defend 
Whoville. Anxiously, he 
is portrayed with great 
skill, the cast of 21 actors 
bringing the Seuss to life 
with much thrill! 

Act 2 introduces the 
song “How Lucky We 
Are” and a dance routine 
with a kick, with troubles 
relieved with a comedic 
trick.

And as Horton finally 
leaves his tree, remedied 
are the woes of the cast, 
audience and thee. So 
don’t be a fool, take a trip 
to the Jungle of Nool. And 
realize just how lucky we 
are — to be dazzled by Dr. 
Seuss’ magical star.

eriksegall@yahoo.com

LOCAL BRIEFS
Ham club
events set

The Pueblo Ham Club 
will hold its monthly 
meeting scheduled at 
6:30 p.m. Monday at the 
Pueblo County Emergen-
cy Services Center, 101 W. 
10th St.

The public is welcome, 
especially those interest-
ed in the hobby of radio 
communications.

There will also be a 
free six-week technician’s 
license class starting May 
3 at 325 W. 10th St. Classes 
will be on Tuesdays from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. each 
night.

For more informa-
tion about these events, 
contact Steve Worley at 
250-5152 or sworley.sw@
gmail.com.

Spring Wild
Forage class

El Pueblo History 
Museum will hold the 
next Modern Homestead-
ing class in the monthly 
program focused on 
the historic practices of 
self-sufficiency.

Kevin Healy will be 
leading a Spring Wild For-
age around the campus of 
Colorado State Universi-
ty-Pueblo slated at 10 a.m. 
Saturday beginning at El 
Pueblo History Museum, 
301 N. Union Ave. before 
traveling to the university 
to begin the program.

The second install-
ment of foraging will 
offer different edibles to 
attendees with the tran-
sition to spring. Guests 
are encouraged to wear 
walking shoes and light 
coats. Following the trip 
to the campus, attendees 
will return to the museum 
and learn how to cook the 
edibles.

Reservations for the 
class are $12 per person 
and can be made by call-
ing 583-0453 or emailing 
brittany.gutierrez@state.
co.us.

More information can 
be found on facebook.
com/elpueblohistory-
modernhomesteading.


