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Police said residents of 
a Belmont home could 
be facing felony charges 
after a hash oil explosion 
occurred at the residence 
Tuesday night.

Around 7:20 p.m., offi-
cers responded to Gris-
som Street at the request 
of the Pueblo Fire Depart-
ment after the fire depart-
ment was sent to inves-
tigate a report of smoke 
in the area, according to 
information released by 
police Friday.

Police said a home 
was located where they 
believed a narcotics-re-
lated explosion may have 
happened.

Narcotics detectives 
were dispatched to inves-
tigate as a result.

Police said residents 
of the home transport-
ed themselves to a local 
hospital where they were 
treated for second-degree 
burns to their face and 
arms. 

Through an investiga-
tion, it was learned that 
the home owners were 
attempting to make mari-
juana concentrate through 
hash oil extraction meth-
ods, according to police.

During the process, 
the residence filled with 
butane gas that was later 
unknowingly ignited. 

The explosion caused 

major damage to the in-
terior of the home. Police 
said window blinds were 
immediately melted and 
the home’s ceilings were 
blackened and burned.

Police confiscated hash 
oil extraction equipment 
from the house and the 
residents of the home 
could be facing felony 

charges, which have been 
referred to the district 
attorney’s office.

Police warned that hash 
oil extraction methods are 
highly explosive, danger-
ous to neighborhoods and 
illegal without proper 
licensing.
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A hash oil extraction operation resulted in an explosion 
Tuesday at a residence on Grissom Street, resulting 
in extensive damage including blackened ceilings and 
melted window blinds.

’Tis the weekend of 
love at the Steel City 
Theatre Company in 
their grand perfor-
mance of the hilarious 
musical comedy, “I Love 
You, You’re Perfect, 
Now Change.”

With no less than 50 
in attendance Friday 
night, the raucous quar-
ter of actors thrilled 
all. The musical is a 
breathless and sensa-
tional flurry on stage 
whereby the setting of 
the small dinner theater 
allows for an intimate 
experience, drawing in 
the audience to feel as 
though they are part of 
the show.  

Working seamlessly 
together, each of the 
actors brings a unique 
confluence of emotion 
and kinetic energy that 
a live performance 
demands. All phases of 
love are investigated 
during the course of the 

play, from the nervous-
ness of a first date to 
the chaos of parenthood 
by uttering a truism 
amidst a dizzying, 
disco-themed car ride, 
“Once we start this 
car, the marriage goes 
straight to hell!”

Jason Laughrey’s 
command performance 
as a convict in “Scared 
Straight” displays his 
strength as a charac-
ter actor, as does his 
powerful stillness at the 
dining room table in 
“Shouldn’t I Be Less In 
Love With You.” 

Michelle Segura’s 
soliloquy in “Video of 
Rose Ritz” conveys the 
deep sadness of a di-
vorced woman bearing 
her soul. 

Every man can identi-
fy with the scene titled 
“Waiting” and Brandon 
Ortiz’s portrayal of a 
man laden with bags on 
a shopping spree with 
his girlfriend. 

Andrea Garret evokes 
laughter with the 
famous song “Always 
a Bridesmaid, Never 
a Bride,” yet her real 
strength emerges in 
the final scene with 
Laughrey as an old Jew-
ish couple attempting 
love one last time.

As the last song rang 
out, the audience’s 
thundering applause 
hopefully sufficed as 
ample reward for the 
actors.     

Catch the hilarity at 
the Steel City Theatre 
Company at 7 p.m. 
today, Sunday and Feb. 
19-21.

Take your date to the 
best show in town for 
Valentine’s Day, but 
remember — don’t try 
to change them! 

eriksegall@yahoo.com

Love and laughter 
for Valentine’s Day
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